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I consider the realization of the 2nd EU – CELLAC (Community of Latin American and Caribbean States) Summit particularly significant and important, since, in the course of it, the "People’s Summit" is hosted. The meeting, that is, of  trade unions, social movements and solidarity organizations from the countries of both continents, where I have the pleasure and honor to participate, along with representatives of first and second degree local government  from Greece.

As you already know, almost similar problems to those faced by Latin America in relation to the United States, are observed within the European Union as well, mainly in the countries of southern Europe, and especially those located in the Mediterranean (Greece, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Cyprus). The great economic crisis plaguing the European Union over the last five years has created enormous social problems in all the countries of the South. Particularly the country I come from, Greece, as it is known to everyone, has suffered more than any other from this crisis, both from the memorandum policies and the austerity applied against it.

The result of this policy is the collapse of the welfare state, the circumvention of labor relations, rights and collective bargaining agreements, the soaring unemployment at 30%, the continuous cuts in wages and pensions, the sharp increase in auctioned houses, the major problems of increasing poverty which result in many of our fellow citizens being in really dire straits (destitute, homeless) and there is also the tragic account of 4000 Greek citizens who have committed suicide due to financial hardship in recent years.

All these have led our country to a deadlock and a significant portion of our fellow citizens to uncertainty and despair. Given the fact that the wave of immigration to Greece has increased dramatically, as thousands of immigrants from Middle Eastern countries arrive daily in various regions of our country, you understand that social problems are even greater now that, as a country, we are unable to secure basic settlement and accommodation conditions for these immigrants.

Faced with this difficult situation, a great support and solidarity movement came into existence, aiming at our fellowmen affected by the crisis and austerity, in which the Local Government of first and second degree plays a leading role, despite the fact that this part of the public sector has been affected the most by the crisis (cuts in government grants). As part of this effort, we have undertaken considerable initiatives and actions for the relief of our fellowmen. Actions such as the creation of Social Groceries, Surgeries and Pharmacies throughout Greece, the implementation of food aid and basic material assistance programs to the needy, as well as community service programs, the creation of social partnerships to carry out poverty reduction actions, the food provision to homeless, and also the introduction of social tariffs in Social Welfare Organizations (e.g. Public Power Corporation), which with the participation of volunteers and humanitarian movements, provide, today, significant help and support to our fellow citizens - victims of this unprecedented crisis plaguing Greece.

Although the Greek society and the Greek people have been hit mercilessly for five years with brutal austerity measures imposed by the Troika and the European Institutions to our country, the proposals made recently unfortunately still follow the same logic: the logic of continuous austerity that has proven absolutely disastrous and ineffective and hence finds both the current government and the Greek society as a whole firmly against.

Therefore, we ask that the Greek issue be included and specifically mentioned in the minutes of this Meeting and in the recordings with the arising conclusions which will be brought into the attention of the EU and CELAC countries of the Summit, with the main claim to stop the memorandum policies imposed on our country and implement policies that will contribute to economic and social support and to the upgrade and development of Greece, which is the only way for the country to emerge from the dire position in which it has plunged due to the prolonged crisis.

I kindly thank you for your attention.
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